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PAR CHE  SAIL    O N TH E MO VE !  
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Special Parche Sail Issue:�


Sail installation photos 


Bremerton SSN 683 Museum Exhibit


Sail Dedication Ceremony�


Also: 


2006 Reunion Wrap-up


2008 Reunion – Las Vegas !
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May 19, 2006.  The Parche Sail has been trucked over from the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (background) and is being lowered into position in front of the new Puget Sound Naval Museum (left).  The Museum, which had been the oldest building at the shipyard (“Building 50”), was also just moved to this site on the waterfront in Bremerton.





PAR EXCELLENCE 


The Newsletter of the Parche Association





It was a strange sight indeed for those of us who returned to Mare Island on Labor Day Weekend in 2006 –  a deathly quiet waterfront, empty dry-docks, abandoned cranes, weeds sprouting up through the concrete, all in contrast with condos being built elsewhere on the former base!  Strange – and yet great to be back in Vallejo again.  Our 2006 reunion was headquartered in the Holiday Inn Hotel right across from Marine World / Africa USA.  As usual, our hospitality suite there (hosted by none other than Bob Lewis) was a great place to hang out at all hours and grab a brew with former shipmates – that’s where everyone checked in on Friday night.  And of course, Linda had goody bags waiting for each attendee there.  Saturday, things really got into gear though with a tour of MINSY that included the commander’s house, chapel, waterfront, shipyard museum and other areas – then it was a mad dash to catch the ferry boat over to San Francisco to tour the USS Pampanito (SS 383).  Sunday capped off the event with a reception at the Vallejo Naval & Historical Museum’s Parche Exhibit, a wine country tour, and a banquet at the Hotel.  We were privileged to have some special guests for the weekend whose grandfather had been on the SS 384 – they brought some great memorabilia, were wonderful company, and in turn received a personal tour of Pampanito (which is identical to the original Parche) from 384 XO Jim Campbell.  It was a moving moment when Jim showed them exactly where their electrician’s mate granddad had stood watch in the cubicle.  There were a lot of moments like that all weekend and they added up to a very memorable event.  PHOTOS ON BACK PAGE.


 





As you probably know, your Parche Association led the successful drive to save the 683’s sail from being reduced to razor blades and then arranged for it to be installed in the plaza fronting the new Puget Sound Naval Museum in Bremerton  (see last issue for more details on that).  Please read on to learn all the details of the sail dedication ceremony and the permanent museum exhibit covering our boat – again, all the work of your association!


Sail Dedication Ceremony.  The Parche Association will be conducting a ceremony officially dedicating the new USS Parche SSN 683 sail installation at the Puget Sound Naval Museum at 1PM on Saturday August 25, 2007.  YOU AND YOURS ARE OFFICIALLY INVITED AND STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THIS EVENT.  Show the public your pride in having served on THE MOST HIGHLY DECORATED NAVAL VESSEL IN U.S. HISTORY.  And consider this – this sail will forever stand as a tangible piece of your own personal history, something that you can share and pass on to your spouse, children, grandchildren, and friends.  Why not introduce them to it now through this ceremony and then follow that up by visiting the exhibit inside the museum (see below).  There will be a reception immediately after the ceremony.  A celebration will also be held at the Horse & Cow later that evening.  Visit with some of your shipmates one more time!  RSVP requested though not required – I would appreciate it if you would contact me at  � HYPERLINK "mailto:wlongman@wavecable.com" ��wlongman@wavecable.com� or (360)769-7355 so I know you’re coming.  This will help me plan the reception and I would also be happy to help you with any travel logistics such as arranging local accommodations (discounted – if we get enough).





Permanent Parche Museum Exhibit Opens.  The Parche Association has commissioned a permanent exhibit of our boat’s history at the Puget Sound Naval Museum.  This exhibit is scheduled to open just a few days before our sail dedication ceremony.  For those of you who attended our 2006 Reunion in Vallejo, this will be similar in concept but greater in size than the temporary Parche exhibit that was at the Vallejo Naval & Historical Museum.  We intend this to be an in-depth tie-in to the sail on display outside the building.  It will also show the legacy of excellence passed to us by our shipmates on the SS 384. 





Museum Needs Parche Memorabilia & Interviews !  We are seeking the loan or donation to the Puget Sound Naval Museum of suitable artifacts (ball caps, Change of Command programs, etc) and photos (which will be copied and returned) from Parche Association members.  This is a good time to dust off those weird Parche relics from the attic – let’s face it – they’re not doing anybody much good in storage. So, let the public see them as a way of honoring our boat, crew, and mission.   I’m doing it!  Also, the museum would like to conduct audio interviews with former crewmembers on the unclassified aspects of going to sea on the boat.  These recordings will be played to the public as part of the exhibit.  Please contact me (contact info above) to discuss the loan or donation of your items and to volunteer to be interviewed.





Donations for Sail Interpretive Sign Urgently Needed!  Currently there are no external signs or plaques identifying the Parche sail.  We want to install an interpretative sign that displays a color photo of the boat, some brief historical data, and a key to interpret all the awards that have been repainted on the sail.  The emphasis to the public will be the unique status of the boat as the most highly decorated naval vessel ever.  This will be the same type of sign that interprets the Sturgeon sail up at Keyport - it is a five foot long by 18 inch wide slab of weatherproof composite material with the content printed directly onto it.  That slab is mounted in an angle iron frame set on two similar posts.  The cost is about $3,000.00.  Unfortunately, if we want this in place by the ceremony or even just in the next year, we will need to pay for it ourselves.  This is because at this point no one knows who will ultimately own (or pay for) the new "Puget Sound Naval Museum."  NUM's role is only temporary to get it started and they are now out of money . WE NEED YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS ASAP TO MAKE THIS SIGN HAPPEN!  Please send whatever you can to our treasurer Linda earmarked for the sail sign. I will probably have to put this on my personal credit card to make it happen. 


  


2008 Reunion – Las Vegas!!  PA members Wayne Picket and Bob Lewis are in the early planning stages for our next big bash.  This one should be a real blow-out.  If you have suggestions or would like to help, give ‘em a shout.





                                                                                             See you in Bremerton!


                                                                                             Will Longman  CWO3, USN (ret)


                                                                                             Chair, Parche Association
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2006 PARCHE REUNION – “RETURN TO MARE ISLAND”





PARCHE ASSOCIATION


Steering Committee


Chairman Will Longman


Secretary Rick Lulling


Treasurer  Linda Colavechio


Memberships Bob Lewis


Reunion Coordinator OPEN


Scholarships Elvie Jackson


Website:  http://parche.org





Membership Info:  Any former crewmembers of the SS 384, SSN 683, their families, and any other personnel who supported SSN 683 in her Ocean Engineering mission are eligible to join the Parche Association.   Just request an application via email from our Membership Coordinator at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rllewis683@yahoo.com" �rllewis683@yahoo.com� . Membership dues are as follows:�The initial PA dues fee will be $20.00 and shall be renewable at $10.00 annual dues if membership continues uninterrupted. Life Membership dues for eligible members age 65 and older will be $50.00, ages 55 to 65 $100.00., 45 to 55 $150.00, and  under age 45 will be $250.00 payable in two (2) payments.
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OBSERVATIONS


From the Conn…





Parche Association News
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