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“Decommissioning may be the end of a vessel’s service but the pride and tradition of service to America remains in the hearts of crewmembers and friends of the PARCHE forever.” – President G. W. Bush





Excerpt from a letter by President George W. Bush to the Commanding Officer USS PARCHE (SSN 683) on the occasion of PARCHE’s deactivation.





PAR EXCELLENCE 


The Newsletter of the Parche Association








2006 SS 384 / SSN 683  Reunion – “Back to Mare Island.”  The Parche Association is hosting a reunion in Vallejo California over Labor Day Weekend.  Events tentatively planned include a banquet, wine country trip, tour of USS Pampanito (SS 383 – identical sistership of USS Parche SS 384) in San Francisco, tour of ex-MINSY, visit to the Parche exhibit at the Vallejo Naval Museum, golf tournament, and more.  Cut-off to reserve hotel rooms at the PA rate is 8/4 and registration for the reunion closes on 8/11.  So, the time to book your flights and rooms is NOW.  All the details can be found on the enclosed registration form to sign up.  Good times await!





We Saved The Parche Sail !  At our 2004 reunion banquet, all present agreed that the 683 was too unique a boat to let her disappear silently and forever into the submarine recycling process at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard – her sail at least must be preserved to honor the legacy of the most decorated naval vessel in U.S. history, the Ocean Engineering program, and all those who sailed aboard or supported her.  And we all knew the Parche Association was the group to pull this off.  Step one was to rescue the sail from being converted into razor blades.  A flurry of letters and emails from the PA to congressmen, senators, SUBPAC, the Naval Historic Ship Association, and NAVSEA accomplished this task.  We suddenly were in possession of a 110,000 pound submarine sail.  At the same time, a suitable location needed to be found along with an estimated $100,000 for transportation and installation.  Pearl Harbor was our number one choice due to the presence of the SS 384 conning tower there – the beauty of having the two Parches at the same location was undeniable.  Unfortunately, the USS Kamehameha sail had already been transported there and that project had ground to a halt while tying up state and federal funds.  No one was in a big hurry to get another sail in Pearl at that time!  Government bureaucracy, site engineering, and daunting logistics provided additional complexity.  It was going to be almost two years before we could even get a decision to proceed.  Time to look for another site.  During this time, the City of Bremerton was shifting into high gear with a multi-million dollar makeover of their waterfront.  Negotiation with the PA produced a plan to install the Parche sail directly in front of the new Naval Museum with the City handling ALL logistics and footing the entire bill while we maintained control over the artifact’s historical interpretation.  A quick vote of our steering committee ratified the deal on our end.  At the time this article is being written, the sail has been refurbished, a foundation prepared in front of the museum, and we are weeks or even days away from installation.  No sooner than two weeks following the installation and when the site is ready for public access, the PA will hold a formal dedication ceremony.  We’ll keep you posted on a date and time  and hope to show some video of the event at the reunion.  





Donations to the Parche Association Now Tax Exempt.  Since its beginning, the Parche Association has been a non-profit, tax exempt corporation.  Last year though, your steering committee members worked together to accomplish a key step toward accomplishing our activity support and scholarship fundraising objectives.  As a result of their hard work, the IRS has now granted the PA 501(c)(19) status as a “public charity.”  Donations to our association are now tax exempt and can be written off as a charitable deduction by the donor.





Vallejo Naval Historical Museum Needs Loaner Parche Memorabilia !  An exhibit dedicated to USS Parche (SSN 683) will be unveiled at the Vallejo Naval Historical Museum in the second half of 2006- just  in time for our reunion there.  In support of this exhibit, Naval Historian George Bisharat is seeking the loan or donation of suitable artifacts and photos from Parche Association members.  This is a good time to dust off those weird Parche relics from the attic or your study - let the public see them as a way of honoring our boat, crew, and mission.  Please contact George ASAP at ( 619 ) 442-8220 by no later than 8/11/06 to discuss the loan of your items.
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Editors Note – I can’t believe that this book isn’t at the forefront of national conversation at this very moment. You would think that a rogue Soviet ballistic missile submarine, a near nuclear strike on Oahu, and a complete rewrite on how the Cold War ended would attract some attention!  Maybe it was the timing – Hurricane Katrina hit just as Ken’s book came out.  Maybe it was due to some of the factors that he comments on below.  Either way, I’m damn proud that a fellow Parche sailor has written a book of this importance.  Here is an interview that Par Excellence conducted with Ken Sewell at the end of 2005:





KS:  Before we get into the questions I would like the members of the Parche Association to know that I never planned to write this book.  This story found me and I became convinced that the American people not only have a right to know the story told in Red Star Rogue, but based on the terrorist threat to America today, they have a need to know.   





PE:  For those PA members who might not know you, why don’t you introduce yourself?  





KS:  I was one of the first sailors to come aboard the Parche when she arrived in Charleston her first duty station after new construction.  I was a nuclear trained machinist mate and nuclear welder assigned to M Div.  I served under Capt Charles and Capt (Jack) Maurer.  I was on her for the Med cruise, was on the bridge for the entire passage through the Panama Canal and into Mare Island.  When the time came to rotate I requested to stay on the Parche and that request was granted.  
































                 


                                        This is the boat at the center of it all – Soviet Golf II SSB K-129





PE:  When did you first learn about the layers of intrigue surrounding the Soviet Golf II lost off Hawaii and what caused you to decide to write a book about it? 





KS:  I’ve heard the rumor but didn’t believe it until I met Dr. John Craven.  Dr. Craven was able to write about the Rogue sub, K-129 in his book The Silent War, specifically chapter 15, The Hunt for Red September.  I asked Dr. Craven if he intended to write another book about K-129 and expand on his work and he replied, “No, I’ve shot my load, they are watching me like a hawk!”  Dr. Craven was the man who took the risk; he’s the real hero of Red Star Rogue.





PE:  What were your biggest challenges in writing “Red Star Rogue”? 





KS:  When you make a claim that a Soviet missile boat went rogue and tried to destroy Pearl Harbor with a nuclear weapon, you need evidence.  The only place were this evidence could be obtained was in Russia.  During the Yeltsin administration the archives of the KGB, Soviet Navy and Army opened up to the public.  I employed five different investigators working in the former Soviet Union, two men and three women.  In the end, it was the women who struck gold.  They were sympathetic to the widows and pretty enough to get the former Soviet submarine sailors to open up. The men on the other hand, were better at collecting the hard evidence from magazines, newspapers and the archival records.  It was an expensive operation, but successful. 


                                                                                  (Continued on Page 4)
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RED STAR ROGUE (continued)…





PE:  How have you been treated by our government and Navy since the book came out?  For instance, have they let you do on base book signings?





KS:  …the Navy has refused to allow us to conduct any events or book signings at military facilities.  I was told that cooperation might be seen as official confirmation.  I fully appreciate and understand their position. 





PE:  Did writing the book cause you to look upon our government, Navy or the Russian Navy in a different way today than you did before? 





KS:  If any thing it increased admiration for the Navy and the intelligence agencies.  If you believe Hollywood, these people are a group of sinister idiots who only care about themselves.  In reality, they are a brilliant, dedicated group of men and women who have sacrificed and prevailed in their efforts to protect the United States.  Take Project Jennifer, the failed attempt to recover the Golf class submarine K-129, the submarine we wrote about in Red Star Rogue.  Most people believe it was a massive failure.  In reality, it was a monumental success.   





PE:  Why isn’t your book getting the media attention that its subject merits?


 


KS:  … The main stream media is ignoring Red Star Rogue.  They believe it’s a pro-Bush, pro-war message in Red Star Rogue.  When we wrote and edited the book we tried not to give it a political tilt.  We do make several points:





Americans are quick to respond when attacked, but we are also quick to forgive and to make friends with our enemies.


The enemies we face today are diverse and stateless; there will be no surrender, no peace treaties and no armistice with these people.  This is a fight to the death.


If they can get control of a nuclear weapon, they will do their utmost to use it against the people of the United States.


As long as there are nuclear weapons on this earth, we are in danger.


If a couple of dedicated, fanatical socialists were able to take control of nuclear weapons in a time when there were fewer of these weapons and tighter controls, how difficult will it be in the future for today’s fanatics to acquire these weapons?





It’s my hope that every person who reads Red Star Rogue spreads this message.   The American people are strong.  We have endured the Japanese attacks on Pearl Harbor and the terrorist attacks of 9/11.  We have stood up to floods, hurricanes, earthquakes and volcanoes and bounced back.  But what if on 9/11, we had been attacked with a nuclear weapon, instead of with aircraft?  What if New York City had disappeared in a blinding flash instead of the World Trade Center buildings?  We could have been looking at casualties in the tens of millions and the destruction of the world’s financial center would have ushered in a world wide depression that would result in the death of millions more from famine, disease and war.   
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THE STORY BEHIND


RED STAR ROGUE





Author & Parche Sailor Ken Sewell gives us the back story on his explosive new book 
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PARCHE ASSOCIATION


Steering Committee


Chairman Will Longman


Secretary Rick Lulling


Treasurer  Linda Colavechio


Memberships Bob Lewis


Reunion Coordinator OPEN


Scholarships Elvie Jackson


Website:  http://parche.org





Membership Info:  Any former crewmembers of the SS 384, SSN 683, their families, and any other personnel who supported SSN 683 in her Ocean Engineering mission are eligible to join the Parche Association.   Just request an application via email from our Membership Coordinator at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rllewis683@yahoo.com" �rllewis683@yahoo.com� . Membership dues are as follows:�The initial PA dues fee will be $20.00 and shall be renewable at $10.00 annual dues if membership continues uninterrupted. Life Membership dues for eligible members age 65 and older will be $50.00, ages 55 to 65 $100.00., 45 to 55 $150.00, and  under age 45 will be $250.00 payable in two (2) payments.
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OBSERVATIONS


From the Conn…





Parche Association News
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