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# 1 / 2010 Edition





Latest Parche Association News:�


2010 Membership Dues Drive 


Steering Committee Changes


Reunion Information�


Also:





Bremerton SSN 683 Museum Exhibit Updates








 �





USS Parche (SSN 683) sail at the Puget Sound Navy Museum in Bremerton, Washington.  Big changes are planned in 2010 for the sail and the related Parche exhibit in the museum itself.  Details in this issue…





PAR EXCELLENCE 


The Newsletter of the Parche Association





Steering Committee meeting minutes are published in the newsletter in order to maintain transparency of association business to the membership.


Parche Association Steering Committee 


Web Conference


Wednesday, December 13, 2009





1.  The meeting commenced at 2000 EST with committee members Linda Colavechio, Elvie Jackson, John Dale, Sandy Van Eps present.  Lifetime member Bob Lewis was also present.  





2.  The treasurer report (given by Linda Colavechio) included the following details:


$8,542.53 available in the checking and savings accounts 


$3,873.13 in the scholarship account





3.  The first item for discussion was the abandoning of the Steering Committee chair position by Fred Arthur.  Several attempts were made to contact Fred with no replies.  As per the Parche Association by Laws, the Steering Committee nominated Bob Lewis to the chair position.  John Dale seconded and Bob was elected to the chair position.�


ACTION ITEM:  Will is to edit the website to update Steering Committee changes.


[Minutes continued on last page of newsletter]


 





It has been a while since our last newsletter.  As the cobwebs are being swept away from my keyboard, I promise to keep you more informed in the future.





We have had a change in leadership on the Steering Committee.  Bob Lewis is the new Steering Committee Chairman.  I am dedicated to keep the membership updated on the Parche Association.  Please send any questions or concerns to me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:parcheassociation@gmail.com" ��parcheassociation@gmail.com� .  Also, Will Longman has rejoined us as newsletter editor and webmaster.





A New Year is upon us.  Annual dues are $10.,00  Dues help us organize reunions and other activities of the association.  Please send your check payable to “Parche Association” to:�


Parche Association


C/O Linda Colavechio


Parche Association Treasurer


1288 Kimbles Way


Gardnerville, NV 89410





Membership…  The Parche Association needs new members.  If you know of anyone who is not a member, let them know of the association.  We need new members to grow.  


Our website is � HYPERLINK "http://www.parche.org" ��www.parche.org�, please go and see the changes.  The website is updated and will be kept updated on a regular basis.  





Scholarships...  We need donations to our scholarship endowment.  We need a total of $25,000.00 to fund an endowment.  We have currently $3,800.00 towards that goal.  As soon as we fund the endowment, we will be able to fund a scholarship every year for children or grandchildren of Parche Association members.  So please donate, it is tax deductible as we are 501(c) 3 not for profit organization.








                                                                                             Thanks for your Support!


                                                                                             Bob Lewis EM1(SS) 74-78


                                                                                             Chair, Parche Association








Puget Sound Navy Museum Parche Exhibit News





Parche Association Liaison to the Puget Sound Navy Museum Will Longman reports that significant changes for the Parche sail and exhibit are planned for 2010 – in fact they have already begun.  First, the long promised interpretive sign for the sail will finally be put into place next month.  This sign will indicate that the sail belonged to USS Parche and will identify the awards painted on it.  Prior to this, there was no signage at all related to the sail. Additionally, the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard has been contracted to reproduce the painted awards on the port side of the sail as 





�








well.  The idea is that this will make the sail  


more visually interesting from the street side and thus  attract more people to visit.  Even more significant however is that the Parche exhibit inside the museum is being expanded and moved.  A new $100,000 permanent submarine special operations exhibit is being created on the upper deck of the museum and the Parche exhibit will now be an important part of that.  Related to the build-out of  this exhibit, the shipyard is providing some additional pieces of the boat and its equipment. A warning to any visitors planning to visit museum in the near future though, the old Parche exhibit has already been packed up for the move! 





�





 �





Parche Association Steering Committee Meeting Minutes





PARCHE ASSOCIATION


Steering Committee


Chairman Bob Lewis


Secretary OPEN


Treasurer  Linda Colavechio


Memberships Sandy Van Eps


Reunion Coordinator John Dale


Scholarships Elvie Jackson


Website:  http://parche.org





Membership Info:  Any former crewmembers of the SS 384, SSN 683, their families, and any other personnel who supported SSN 683 in her Ocean Engineering mission are eligible to join the Parche Association.   Just request an application via email from our Membership Coordinator at ssvaneps53@msn.com .  Membership dues are as follows:�The initial PA dues fee will be $20.00 and shall be renewable at $10.00 annual dues if membership continues uninterrupted. Life Membership dues for eligible members age 65 and older will be $50.00, ages 55 to 65 $100.00., 45 to 55 $150.00, and  under age 45 will be $250.00 payable in two (2) payments.











Did you know … that during her last three years in service, the 683 was the oldest boat in commission in the Navy and so had the honor of carrying the cribbage board that once belonged to the  late World War II submarine Hero and Medal of Honor recipient Rear Admiral Richard H. “Dick” O’Kane?  It is a Navy tradition that the wardroom of the oldest submarine in commission has custody of this near-sacred relic of one of our most famous submariners.  USS Kamehameha (SSN 642) was the longest commissioned of the oldest submarines to safeguard the board.  When Kamehameha was decommissioned in 2002 after nearly 37 years of service, the board was cleaned and restored and passed on to Parche.  With Parche’s decommissioning in 2005, the cribbage board was passed on to USS Los Angeles (SSN 688).





OBSERVATIONS


From the Conn…





Parche Association News





4.  The second item for discussion was dues.  It was mentioned that everyone should pay dues including lifetime members.  The by laws for dues are as follows:                                                           ARTICLE II -- DUES


Section 1.  An initial PA dues fee will be $20.00 and shall be renewable at $10.00 annual dues if membership continues uninterrupted. (When delinquent, an initiation fee will be required for reinstatement).


Section 2.  Life Membership dues for eligible members age 65 and older will be $50.00


Section 3.  Life Membership dues for eligible members age 55 to 65 will be $100.00.


Section 4.  Life Membership dues for eligible members age 45 to 55 will be $150.00.


Section 5.  Life Membership dues for eligible members under age 45 will be $250.00 payable in two (2) payments.


Section 6.  Members shall pay all dues to Membership Coordinator who shall forward dues to PA Treasurer.





JD mentioned that we as an organization should be more active.  Only 3 persons have paid dues in 2009 per Sandy. Bob stated that we will be more active.  Will Longman has volunteered to run the website and publish a newsletter.  The newsletter will be sent to all members (good standing or not) with a request for dues to be paid and scholarship donations to be sent.  An article “From the Conn” will be included in the newsletter explaining the changes in the steering committee and request for scholarship donations, a state of the association if you will.   It was discussed that our mailing list is out of date.  We will make every effort to update our mailing list using all resources available to us.  A request will made in the newsletter to have members call or email me to update our listings. We will use the current mailing list even if we get returns.





ACTION ITEMS:  Sandy coordinate with Will and Bob to send the newsletter, dues and scholarship requests to all members.  Lifetime memberships should emphasized with payment terms available to all who wish.  Bob is to write “From the Conn” article for Newsletter.





5.  The third item for discussion was Reunions.  John Dale reported that the 2011 USSVI reunion is planned to be in Springfield, MO September 5th to 11th at the University Plaza Hotel.   The 2010 USSVI reunion is planned for Cincinnati, OH August 30th to September 6th.  Bob Lewis motioned that all future Parche Association reunions be in conjunction with the USSVI reunions.  The reasoning being that we would get more participation from our members.  Linda expressed concern over the fact that all reunions would be affected.  The intention is to have more member participation.  It was stated that other sites could be considered on an individual basis. The motion was seconded by Elvie Jackson and was passed.  Since the 2010 reunion in Cincinnati is relatively close at hand (time wise) it was decided that a hospitality room only would be planned. The 2011 reunion in Springfield will be an “all out” for the association since it is centrally located.





ACTION ITEM:  John Dale is the front man for the 2011 Branson reunion.  Bob Lewis is the front man for the 2010 Cincinnati reunion.  There is more to come at the next meeting in January.





6.  The fourth item of discussion was scholarships.  Elvie requested that we push to get the $25,000.00 for the scholarship endowment.  Fundraising is the main point here.  





ACTION ITEM:  Elvie is to research fundraising to be reported on next meeting in January. Will is to put a request in the Newsletter.





7.  The fifth item for discussion was elections.  It was unanimously consented to cancel this years elections due to lack of nominations per the bylaws.  All steering committee members consented for another year except for Rick Lulling who was absent.





8. The last item of discussion was the Secretary position filled by Rick Lulling.  Rick cannot be contacted.  Wayne Pickett was discussed as a replacement for Rick.


 


ACTION ITEM:  JD is to contact Wayne for interest in the Secretary position of the association.


9.  A firm date for the next meeting was not discussed, and this meeting was adjourned.
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